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Americans are slowly waking up to the dire effects of racial profiling, police brutality, and mass
incarceration, especially in disadvantaged neighborhoods and communities of color. The criminal courts are
the crucial gateway between police action on the street and the processing of primarily black and Latino
defendants into jails and prisons. And yet the courts, often portrayed as sacred, impartial institutions, have
remained shrouded in secrecy, with the majority of Americans kept in the dark about how they function
internally. Crook County bursts open the courthouse doors and enters the hallways, courtrooms, judges'
chambers, and attorneys' offices to reveal a world of punishment determined by race, not offense.

Nicole Gonzalez Van Cleve spent ten years working in and investigating the largest criminal courthouse in
the country, Chicago-Cook County, and based on over 1,000 hours of observation, she takes readers inside
our so-called halls of justice to witness the types of everyday racial abuses that fester within the courts, often
in plain sight. We watch white courtroom professionals classify and deliberate on the fates of mostly black
and Latino defendants while racial abuse and due process violations are encouraged and even seen as
justified. Judges fall asleep on the bench. Prosecutors hang out like frat boys in the judges' chambers while
the fates of defendants hang in the balance. Public defenders make choices about which defendants they will
try to "save" and which they will sacrifice. Sheriff's officers cruelly mock and abuse defendants' family
members.

Crook County's powerful and at times devastating narratives reveal startling truths about a legal culture
steeped in racial abuse. Defendants find themselves thrust into a pernicious legal world where courtroom
actors live and breathe racism while simultaneously committing themselves to a colorblind ideal. Van Cleve
urges all citizens to take a closer look at the way we do justice in America and to hold our arbiters of justice
accountable to the highest standards of equality.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Avila:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Crook
County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Enrique Boggs:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Crook County:
Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal
Courtis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Steve Pinson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Crook County: Racism and Injustice in
America's Largest Criminal Court can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Luz Cox:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Crook County: Racism and Injustice in
America's Largest Criminal Court can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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