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For over two centuries, America has celebrated the same African-American culture it attempts to control and
repress, and nowhere is this phenomenon more apparent than in the strange practice of blackface
performance. Born of extreme racial and class conflicts, the blackface minstrel show appropriated black
dialect, music, and dance; at once applauded and lampooned black culture; and, ironically, contributed to a
"blackening of America."

Drawing on recent research in cultural studies and social history, Eric Lott examines the role of the blackface
minstrel show in the political struggles of the years leading up to the Civil War. Reading minstrel music,
lyrics, jokes, burlesque skits, and illustrations in tandem with working-class racial ideologies and the
sex/gender system, Love and Theft argues that blackface minstrelsy both embodied and disrupted the racial
tendencies of its largely white, male, working-class audiences. Underwritten by envy as well as repulsion,
sympathetic identification as well as fear--a dialectic of "love and theft"--the minstrel show continually
transgressed the color line even as it enabled the formation of a self-consciously white working class. Lott
exposes minstrelsy as a signifier for multiple breaches: the rift between high and low cultures, the
commodification of the dispossessed by the empowered, the attraction mixed with guilt of whites caught in
the act of cultural thievery.

This new edition celebrates the twentieth anniversary of this landmark volume. It features a new foreword by
renowned critic Greil Marcus that discusses the book's influence on American cultural studies as well as its
relationship to Bob Dylan's 2001 album of the same name, "Love & Theft." In addition, Lott has written a
new afterword that extends the study's range to the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Magee:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Love & Theft:
Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture) suitable to you? The
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy
and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture)is the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Victor Parisi:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Love &
Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture).

Dorothea Profitt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the
American Working Class (Race and American Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Marvin Davidson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education



books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture)
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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