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In January 2004, Showtime debuted The L Word, the first prime-time commercial drama to center around
lesbian characters. Over the course of six seasons, the show depicted the lives and loves of an evolving circle
of friends in West Hollywood, California, and was widely read as evidence of changing social attitudes
toward gay people. Building on immediate critical attention, the show reigned as Showtime's most popular
for its first three seasons and earned a large and enthusiastic audience. In The L Word, author Margaret T.
McFadden argues that the show is important for its subject matter, its extended and deeply literate
commentary on the history of representation of lesbians in popular media, and the formal innovations it
deployed to rewrite that history.

McFadden shows that the program’s creators, led by executive producer Ilene Chaiken, were well aware of
the assumptions and expectations that viewers would bring to it after a history of stereotypical depictions of
lesbians on television. They sought to satisfy a diverse group of viewers who wanted honest and appealing
portrayals of their lives while still attracting a large enough mainstream audience to make The L Word
commercially viable. In five chapters, McFadden explores how the show tackled these problems of
representation by using reflexivity as a strategy to make meaning, undertaking a complicitous critique of
Hollywood, skillfully using a soap-drama format to draw in its audience, and ultimately creating its own
complex representation of a lesbian community.

While deconstructing the history of misrepresentation of lesbians, The L Word’s new modes of storytelling
and new perspectives made many aspects of lesbian experience, history, and culture visible to a large
audience. Fans of the show as well as readers interested in cultural studies and gay and lesbian pop cultural
history will enjoy this astute volume.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The L Word (TV Milestones Series) book is readable through you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The L Word
(TV Milestones Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking The L Word
(TV Milestones Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Marva Larson:

This The L Word (TV Milestones Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this The L Word (TV Milestones Series) can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The L Word (TV
Milestones Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Annie Smith:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book The L Word (TV Milestones Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The L Word (TV Milestones
Series). You can more pleasing than now.

Jessica Palmer:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The L Word (TV Milestones Series) to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
The L Word (TV Milestones Series) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of their time.
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