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Drawing on scores of interviews with black and white tobacco workers in Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
Robert Korstad brings to life the forgotten heroes of Local 22 of the Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and Allied
Workers of America-CIO. These workers confronted a system of racial capitalism that consigned African
Americans to the basest jobs in the industry, perpetuated low wages for all southerners, and shored up white
supremacy.

Galvanized by the emergence of the CIO, African Americans took the lead in a campaign that saw a strong
labor movement and the reenfranchisement of the southern poor as keys to reforming the South--and a
reformed South as central to the survival and expansion of the New Deal. In the window of opportunity
opened by World War II, they blurred the boundaries between home and work as they linked civil rights and
labor rights in a bid for justice at work and in the public sphere.

But civil rights unionism foundered in the maelstrom of the Cold War. Its defeat undermined later efforts by
civil rights activists to raise issues of economic equality to the moral high ground occupied by the fight
against legalized segregation and, Korstad contends, constrains the prospects for justice and democracy
today.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Tilley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Civil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers and the
Struggle for Democracy in the Mid-Twentieth-Century South, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Dussault:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Civil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers and the Struggle for
Democracy in the Mid-Twentieth-Century South why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Sarah Acres:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Civil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers
and the Struggle for Democracy in the Mid-Twentieth-Century South is simple bringing you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Schreiber:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Civil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers and the Struggle for
Democracy in the Mid-Twentieth-Century South can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Civil Rights Unionism: Tobacco Workers and the Struggle for Democracy in the Mid-
Twentieth-Century South.
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