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Here is the first volume of a magisterial biography of Mohandas Gandhi that gives us the most illuminating
portrait we have had of the life, the work and the historical context of one of the most abidingly
influential—and controversial—men in modern history.
           
Ramachandra Guha—hailed by Time as “Indian democracy’s preeminent chronicler”—takes us from
Gandhi’s birth in 1869 through his upbringing in Gujarat, his two years as a student in London and his two
decades as a lawyer and community organizer in South Africa. Guha has uncovered myriad previously
untapped documents, including private papers of Gandhi’s contemporaries and co-workers; contemporary
newspapers and court documents; the writings of Gandhi’s children; and secret files kept by British Empire
functionaries. Using this wealth of material in an exuberant, brilliantly nuanced and detailed narrative, Guha
describes the social, political and personal worlds inside of which Gandhi began the journey that would earn
him the honorific Mahatma: “Great Soul.” And, more clearly than ever before, he elucidates how Gandhi’s
work in South Africa—far from being a mere prelude to his accomplishments in India—was profoundly
influential in his evolution as a family man, political thinker, social reformer and, ultimately, beloved leader.
           
In 1893, when Gandhi set sail for South Africa, he was a twenty-three-year-old lawyer who had failed to
establish himself in India. In this remarkable biography, the author makes clear the fundamental ways in
which Gandhi’s ideas were shaped before his return to India in 1915. It was during his years in England and
South Africa, Guha shows us, that Gandhi came to understand the nature of imperialism and racism; and in
South Africa that he forged the philosophy and techniques that would undermine and eventually overthrow
the British Raj.
           
Gandhi Before India gives us equally vivid portraits of the man and the world he lived in: a world of sharp
contrasts among the coastal culture of his birthplace, High Victorian London, and colonial South Africa. It
explores in abundant detail Gandhi’s experiments with dissident cults such as the Tolstoyans; his friendships
with radical Jews, heterodox Christians and devout Muslims; his enmities and rivalries; and his often
overlooked failures as a husband and father. It tells the dramatic, profoundly moving story of how Gandhi
inspired the devotion of thousands of followers in South Africa as he mobilized a cross-class and inter-
religious coalition, pledged to non-violence in their battle against a brutally racist regime.
           
Researched with unequaled depth and breadth, and written with extraordinary grace and clarity, Gandhi
Before India is, on every level, fully commensurate with its subject. It will radically alter our understanding
and appreciation of twentieth-century India’s greatest man. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
Gandhi Before India is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rhonda Silva:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they
also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Gandhi Before India.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Gandhi Before India it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Jacki Warner:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Gandhi Before India or maybe others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Gandhi
Before India to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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