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Modern Russian literature has two “first” epochs: secular literature’s rapid rise in the eighteenth century and
Alexander Pushkin’s Golden Age in the early nineteenth. In the shadow of the latter, Russia’s eighteenth-
century culture was relegated to an obscurity hardly befitting its actually radical legacy. And yet the
eighteenth century maintains an undeniable hold on the Russian historical imagination to this day. Luba
Golburt’s book is the first to document this paradox. In formulating its self-image, the culture of the Pushkin
era and after wrestled far more with the meaning of the eighteenth century, Golburt argues, than is
commonly appreciated.

            Why did nineteenth-century Russians put the eighteenth century so quickly behind them? How does a
meaningful present become a seemingly meaningless past? Interpreting texts by Lomonosov, Derzhavin,
Pushkin, Viazemsky, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and others, Golburt finds surprising answers, in the process
innovatively analyzing the rise of periodization and epochal consciousness, the formation of canon, and the
writing of literary history.

Winner, Marc Raeff Book Prize, Eighteenth-Century Russian Studies Association

Winner, Heldt Prize for the Best Book by a Woman in Slavic/Eastern European/Eurasian Studies,
Association for Women in Slavic Studies

Winner, Best Book in Literary and Cultural Studies, American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern
European Languages
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From reader reviews:

Corine Ramirez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The First Epoch: The
Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lori Hunt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know which you should start with. This The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian
Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Fabiola Stewart:

This The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for
Pushkin Studies) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century
and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Anthony Alfaro:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin
Center for Pushkin Studies) when you needed it?
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