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Over the summer of 2011, Dervla Murphy spent a month in the Gaza Strip. She met liberals and Islamists,
Hamas and Fatah supporters, rich and poor. Through reported conversations she creates a vivid picture of life
in this coastal fragment of self-governing Palestine. Bombed and cut-off from normal contact with the rest of
the world, life in Gaza is beset with structural, medical and mental health problems, yet it is also bursting
with political engagement and underwritten by an intense enjoyment of family life. During her month by the
sea, Dervla develops an acute eye for the way in which isolation has shaped this society. Time and again she
meets men who have returned to the Strip as an act of presence. Yet the mosque is often their only daily
activity, as difficulties obtaining supplies mean few opportunities for creative work. This acts as a recruiting
sergeant for the Islamist Qassam brigades and a pressure cooker for the creation of domestic tyrants. In this
situation, Dervla becomes a shameless supporter of women's rights -acting as agony aunt and feminist
mentor by turn. The ironies of Western and Israeli attitudes to the Strip are ever present: most notably the
championing of democracy yet the refusal to recognize the legitimacy of Hamas; and the way in which
violent attempts to eradicate terrorism breathe life into the very monster they aspire to destroy. Even so, there
is a still, small note of hope. For underlying the book is Dervla's determination to try to understand how Arab
Palestinians and Israeli Jews might forge a solution and ultimately live in peace.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Plum:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular A Month by the Sea:
Encounters in Gaza book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Paul Blum:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving A Month by the
Sea: Encounters in Gaza content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A
Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Naomi Harris:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza.

Harold Karr:

Beside this kind of A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have A Month by the Sea: Encounters in Gaza because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up
to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at
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