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From the prizewinning biographer of Richard Yates and John Cheever, here is the fascinating biography of
Charles Jackson, the author of The Lost Weekend—a writer whose life and work encapsulated what it meant
to be an addict and a closeted gay man in mid-century America, and what one had to do with the other.

Charles Jackson’s novel The Lost Weekend—the story of five disastrous days in the life of alcoholic Don
Birnam—was published in 1944 to triumphant success. Within five years it had sold nearly half a million
copies in various editions, and was added to the prestigious Modern Library. The actor Ray Milland, who
would win an Oscar for his portrayal of Birnam, was coached in the ways of drunkenness by the novel’s
author—a balding, impeccably groomed middle-aged man who had been sober since 1936 and had no
intention of going down in history as the author of a thinly veiled autobiography about a crypto-homosexual
drunk. But The Lost Weekend was all but entirely based on Jackson’s own experiences, and Jackson’s valiant
struggles fill these pages. He and his handsome gay brother, Fred (“Boom”), grew up in the scandal-plagued
village of Newark, New York, and later lived in Europe as TB patients, consorting with aristocratic café
society. Jackson went on to work in radio and Hollywood, was published widely, lived in the Hotel Chelsea
in New York City, and knew everyone from Judy Garland and Billy Wilder to Thomas Mann and Mary
McCarthy. A doting family man with two daughters, Jackson was often industrious and sober; he even
became a celebrated spokesman for Alcoholics Anonymous. Yet he ultimately found it nearly impossible to
write without the stimulus of pills or alcohol and felt his devotion to his work was worth the price. Rich with
incident and character, Farther & Wilder is the moving story of an artist whose commitment to bringing
forbidden subjects into the popular discourse was far ahead of his time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

This Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles Jackson book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of
Charles Jackson without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles Jackson
can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even phone. This Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles
Jackson having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Brent Cook:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles Jackson.

James Cooper:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Farther and Wilder: The Lost
Weekends and Literary Dreams of Charles Jackson can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Clarence Cavins:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Farther and Wilder: The Lost Weekends and Literary Dreams
of Charles Jackson was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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