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Line in the Sand details the dramatic transformation of the western U.S.-Mexico border from its creation at
the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848 to the emergence of the modern boundary line in the first
decades of the twentieth century. In this sweeping narrative, Rachel St. John explores how this boundary
changed from a mere line on a map to a clearly marked and heavily regulated divide between the United
States and Mexico. Focusing on the desert border to the west of the Rio Grande, this book explains the
origins of the modern border and places the line at the center of a transnational history of expanding
capitalism and state power in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Moving across local, regional, and national scales, St. John shows how government officials, Native
American raiders, ranchers, railroad builders, miners, investors, immigrants, and smugglers contributed to
the rise of state power on the border and developed strategies to navigate the increasingly regulated
landscape. Over the border's history, the U.S. and Mexican states gradually developed an expanding array of
official laws, ad hoc arrangements, government agents, and physical barriers that did not close the line, but
made it a flexible barrier that restricted the movement of some people, goods, and animals without impeding
others. By the 1930s, their efforts had created the foundations of the modern border control apparatus.

Drawing on extensive research in U.S. and Mexican archives, Line in the Sand weaves together a
transnational history of how an undistinguished strip of land became the significant and symbolic space of
state power and national definition that we know today.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Line in the
Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World)? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ralph Scott:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Line in the Sand: A History of the
Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Christina Bishop:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-
Mexico Border (America in the World) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World).

Shaun Sae:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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