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When Alec Wilder's American Popular Song first appeared, it was almost universally hailed--from The New
York Times to The New Yorker to Down Beat--as the definitive account of the classic era of American
popular music. It has since become the standard work of the great songwriters who dominated popular music
in the United States for half a century. Now Wilder's classic is avail able again, with a new introduction by
Gene Lees.

Uniquely analytical yet engagingly informal, American Popular Song focuses on the melodic, harmonic, and
rhythmic qualities that distinguish American popular music and have made it an authentic art form. Wilder
traces the roots of the American style to the ragtime music of the 1890s, shows how it was incorporated into
mainstream popular music after 1900, and then surveys the careers of every major songwriter from World
War | to 1950. Wilder devotes desparate chapters to such greats as Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen. lllustrated with over seven hundred musical
examples, Wilder's sensitive analyses of the most distinctive, creative, and original songs of this period
reveal unexpected beauties in songs long forgotten and delightful subtletiesin many familiar standards. The
result is adefinitive treatment of a strangely unsung and uniquely American art.
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From reader reviews:
Jacqueline Kang:

The book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book American Popular
Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-19507 A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 has simpl e shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
abook. So it isvery wonderful.

Graham Ayala:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting American Popular Song: The
Great Innovators, 1900-1950 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950 become your
current starter.

Gail Nugent:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American Popular Song: The Great
Innovators, 1900-1950 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? L et's observe.

Elizabeth Rogers:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you have to do isjust
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually American Popular Song: The Great Innovators, 1900-1950. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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