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Though debates over immigration have waxed and waned in the course of American history, the importance
of immigrants to the nation's identity is imparted in civics classes, political discourse, and television and
film. We are told that the United States is a "nation of immigrants," built by people who came from many
lands to make an even better nation. But this belief was relatively new in the twentieth century, a period that
saw the establishment of immigrant quotas that endured until the Immigrant and Nationality Act of 1965.
What changed over the course of the century, according to historian Robert L. Fleegler, is the rise of
"contributionism," the belief that the newcomers from eastern and southern Europe contributed important
cultural and economic benefits to American society.

Early twentieth-century immigrants from southern and eastern Europe often found themselves criticized for
language and customs at odds with their new culture, but initially found greater acceptance through an
emphasis on their similarities to "native stock" Americans. Drawing on sources as diverse as World War II
films, records of Senate subcommittee hearings, and anti-Communist propaganda, Ellis Island Nation
describes how contributionism eventually shifted the focus of the immigration debate from assimilation to a
Cold War celebration of ethnic diversity and its benefits—helping to ease the passage of 1960s immigration
laws that expanded the pool of legal immigrants and setting the stage for the identity politics of the 1970s
and 1980s. Ellis Island Nation provides a historical perspective on recent discussions of multiculturalism and
the exclusion of groups that have arrived since the liberalization of immigrant laws.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Ellis Island Nation: Immigration
Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) content conveys objective
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American
Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Mark Maney:

The feeling that you get from Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide
in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation
Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of
Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation
Series) instantly.

Christy Fowler:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation
Series), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.



Joshua Castillo:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Ellis Island Nation: Immigration Policy and American Identity in the
Twentieth Century (Haney Foundation Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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