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In the raucous decade following World War |, newly blurred boundaries between male and femal e created
fears among the French that theirs was becoming a civilization without sexes. This new gender confusion
became a central metaphor for the War's impact on French culture and led to a marked increase in public
debate concerning female identity and woman's proper role. Mary Louise Roberts examines how in these
debates French society came to grips with the catastrophic horrors of the Great War.

In sources as diverse as parliamentary records, newspaper articles, novels, medical texts, writings on
sexology, and vocational literature, Roberts discovers a central question: how to come to terms with rapid
economic, social, and cultural change and articulate a new order of social relationships. She examines the
role of French trauma concerning the War in legislative efforts to ban propaganda for abortion and
contraception, and explains anxieties about the decline of maternity by acrisisin gender relations that linked
soldiery, virility, and paternity.

Through these debates, Roberts locates the seeds of actual change. She shows how the willingness to
entertain, or simply the need to condemn, nontraditional gender roles created an indecisiveness over female
identity that ultimately subverted even the most conservative efforts to return to traditional gender roles and
irrevocably altered the social organization of gender in postwar France.
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From reader reviews:
Eunice Bosse:

This Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture
and Society) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. That Civilization without Sexes:
Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and
Society) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves come to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in
Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jolie Browne:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Civilization without Sexes:
Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
thisera

Randy Gable:

The particular book Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927
(Women in Culture and Society) has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

ReginaWingler:

Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and
Society) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France,
1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can



easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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