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Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) was an Italian physicist, mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher who
played a major role in the Scientific Revolution. His achievements include improvements to the telescope
and consequent astronomical observations and support for Copernicanism, which held that the Earth is not
the center of the universe and that the Earth and planets revolve around the Sun. Galileo has been called the
father of modern observational astronomy, the father of modern physics, and the father of modern science.

This eBook tells the life story of Galileo, from a chapter in Great Astronomers by Sir Richard S. Ball (2nd
edition, 1907). It begins:

"Among the ranks of the great astronomers it would be difficult to find one whose life presents more
interesting features and remarkable vicissitudes than does that of Galileo. We may consider him as the
patient investigator and brilliant discoverer. We may consider him in his private relations, especially to his
daughter, Sister Maria Celeste, a woman of very remarkable character; and we have also the pathetic drama
at the close of Galileo's life, when the philosopher drew down upon himself the thunders of the Inquisition."

The book explains Galileo's work and theories, along with a narrative of his personal troubles because of his
science. The Catholic Church held that Galileo's theory was heretical, contrary to holy scripture. He was
ordered never to speak of it, but he defied that order and was tried before the Inquisition again for heresy and
defiance of a Papal decree.

"...With his hands on the Gospels, Galileo was made to curse and detest the false opinion that the sun was the
centre of the universe and immovable, and that the earth was not the centre of the same, and that it moved.
He swore that for the future he will never say nor write such things as may bring him under suspicion, and
that if he does so he submits to all the pains and penalties of the sacred canons."

He was ordered to be secluded for the rest of his life and not to speak of his theory again. The book ends
with this sad story of science versus dogma.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Great Astronomers: Galileo
Galilei book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Tessie Springfield:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mellisa Holden:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Evans:

Precisely why? Because this Great Astronomers: Galileo Galilei is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than
the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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