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My lady, Fiammetta Bianchini, was plucking her eyebrows and biting color into her lips when the
unthinkable happened and the Holy Roman Emperor’s army blew a hole in the wall of God’s eternal city,
letting in a flood of half-starved, half-crazed troops bent on pillage and punishment.

Thus begins In the Company of the Courtesan, Sarah Dunant’s epic novel of life in Renaissance Italy.
Escaping the sack of Rome in 1527, with their stomachs churning on the jewels they have swallowed, the
courtesan Fiammetta and her dwarf companion, Bucino, head for Venice, the shimmering city born out of
water to become a miracle of east-west trade: rich and rancid, pious and profitable, beautiful and squalid.

With a mix of courage and cunning they infiltrate Venetian society. Together they make the perfect
partnership: the sharp-tongued, sharp-witted dwarf, and his vibrant mistress, trained from birth to charm,
entertain, and satisfy men who have the money to support her.

Yet as their fortunes rise, this perfect partnership comes under threat, from the searing passion of a lover who
wants more than his allotted nights to the attentions of an admiring Turk in search of human novelties for his
sultan’s court. But Fiammetta and Bucino’s greatest challenge comes from a young crippled woman, a blind
healer who insinuates herself into their lives and hearts with devastating consequences for them all.

A story of desire and deception, sin and religion, loyalty and friendship, In the Company of the Courtesan
paints a portrait of one of the world’s greatest cities at its most potent moment in history: It is a picture that
remains vivid long after the final page.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Riggio:

The book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book In the
Company of the Courtesan: A Novel to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a reserve In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Cheryl Estrella:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This In the Company of the
Courtesan: A Novel is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Rose Watkins:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In the Company of the Courtesan: A
Novel has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading which.

Sandra Easley:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
publication In the Company of the Courtesan: A Novel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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