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The idea of a missing link between humanity and our animal ancestors predates evolution and popular
science and actually has religious roots in the deist concept of the Great Chain of Being. Yet, the metaphor
has lodged itself in the contemporary imagination, and new fossil discoveries are often hailed in headlines as
revealing the elusive transitional step, the moment when we stopped being “animal” and started being
“human.” In The Accidental Species, Henry Gee, longtime paleontology editor at Nature, takes aim at this
misleading notion, arguing that it reflects a profound misunderstanding of how evolution works and, when
applied to the evolution of our own species, supports mistaken ideas about our own place in the universe.

 

Gee presents a robust and stark challenge to our tendency to see ourselves as the acme of creation. Far from
being a quirk of religious fundamentalism, human exceptionalism, Gee argues, is an error that also infects
scientific thought. Touring the many features of human beings that have recurrently been used to distinguish
us from the rest of the animal world, Gee shows that our evolutionary outcome is one possibility among
many, one that owes more to chance than to an organized progression to supremacy. He starts with
bipedality, which he shows could have arisen entirely by accident, as a by-product of sexual selection, moves
on to technology, large brain size, intelligence, language, and, finally, sentience. He reveals each of these
attributes to be alive and well throughout the animal world—they are not, indeed, unique to our species.

The Accidental Species combines Gee’s firsthand experience on the editorial side of many incredible
paleontological findings with healthy skepticism and humor to create a book that aims to overturn popular
thinking on human evolution—the key is not what’s missing, but how we’re linked.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Self:

The book The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Accidental
Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Coleman Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Accidental Species:
Misunderstandings of Human Evolution is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jerry Sonnier:

The guide with title The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Walter Pyle:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Accidental Species:
Misunderstandings of Human Evolution that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution
become your own starter.
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