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The process of shaping and asserting cultural identity in viceregal Spanish America occurred as much
through the medium of pictures as through the medium of writing. Focused on writing that references visual
texts (ekphrasis), Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing examines the way
words about pictures in the writing of three Spanish American Creoles—Hernando Domínguez Camargo,
Juan de Espinosa Medrano, and Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz—negotiate the challenges that confronted the
American-born ruling elite in Spanish America during the contentious transitional period between the
Conquest and Independence.

In Spanish America, pictures have long served as a crucial medium for cultural communication. In vast rural
and urban regions where print culture is not deeply rooted and being “cultured” is not synonymous with
being “literate,” visual texts ranging from pre-Hispanic pictographic codices to Baroque architectural
surfaces to postmodern painted murals have played an essential role in shaping and asserting cultural
identity. During the viceregal era, texts that referenced such visual texts proliferated in Latin America,
particularly among Creole elites, who found themselves trapped in an ambiguous political and social position
between Spain and America. At the level of content, Creole ekphrases bear little obvious connection to
categories of social privilege. On the level of form, however, these ekphrases engage conventions of
representation that reveal the social contingencies of the poetic gaze. They refract the visual object through
an ideologically-charged language that invokes differentials of race, class, gender, sexuality, nationality, and
position within the colonial power structure.

Visions of Empire brings recent scholarship on visuality and ekphrasis to bear on twenty first-century
reexaminations of criollismo to explore how cultural productions of the Spanish American Creole elite
exercised relations of power, mediated social differences, and presented symbolic organizations of social
space. Focusing on the way Creole adaptations of Gongoran ekphrases placed the Creoles in a position of
epistemological, economic, or moral authority over peninsular Spaniards and Amerindian and casta
majorities around them, this book illustrates how Creole words about pictures propose alternate visions of
empire, symbolically reordering Spain’s empire in the Americas around the figure of the Creole.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Gilbert:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish
American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies in Latin American Literature and Theory) will make you to
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Jeffrey Dominguez:

The feeling that you get from Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell
Studies in Latin American Literature and Theory) will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies in Latin
American Literature and Theory) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of
Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies in Latin American
Literature and Theory) instantly.

William Copeland:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies
in Latin American Literature and Theory) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That is why this book suitable all of you.

Lorene Williamson:

Beside that Visions of Empire in Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies in Latin
American Literature and Theory) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always



be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Visions of Empire in
Colonial Spanish American Ekphrastic Writing (Bucknell Studies in Latin American Literature and Theory)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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