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Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard, a classic film noir and also a damning dissection of the Hollywood dream
factory, evokes the glamour and ruin of the stars who subsist on that dream. It's also one long in-joke about
the movie industry and those who made it great-and who were, in turn, destroyed by it. One of the most
critically admired films of the twentieth century, Sunset Boulevard is also famous as silent star Gloria
Swanson's comeback picture.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard tells the story of this extravagant work, from the writing, casting and filming
to the disastrous previews that made Paramount consider shelving it. It's about the writing team of Billy
Wilder and Charles Brackett-sardonically called "the happiest couple in Hollywood"-and their raucous
professional relationship. It's about the art direction and the sets, the costumes, the props, the lights and the
cameras, and the personalities who used those tools to create a cinematic work of art.

Staggs goes behind the scenes to reveal: William Holden, endlessly attacked by his bitter wife and already
drinking too much; Nancy Olson, the cheerful ingenue who had never heard of the great Gloria Swanson; the
dark genius Erich von Stroheim; the once famous but long-forgotten "Waxworks"; and of course Swanson
herself, who-just like Norma Desmond-had once been "the greatest star of them all."

But the story of Sunset Boulevard doesn't end with the movie's success and acclaim at its release in l950.
There's much more, and Staggs layers this stylish book with fascinating detail, following the actors and
Wilder into their post-Sunset careers and revealing Gloria Swanson's never-ending struggle to free herself
from the clutches of Norma Desmond.

Close-Up On Sunset Boulevard also chronicles the making of Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical production of
Sunset Boulevard and the explosive diva controversies that dogged it. The book ends with a shocking
example of Hollywood life imitating Hollywood art. By the last page of this rich narrative, readers will
conclude: We are those "wonderful people out there in the dark."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carlson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma
Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream. Try to stumble through book Close-up on Sunset Boulevard:
Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream as your close friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Larry Hayes:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Close-up on Sunset Boulevard:
Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream book since this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Eric Valentine:

This Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Close-up on Sunset
Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream can be one of the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Close-up on Sunset Boulevard: Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream forcing
you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lila Costillo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Close-up on Sunset Boulevard:
Billy Wilder, Norma Desmond, and the Dark Hollywood Dream which is having the e-book version. So , try



out this book? Let's find.
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