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By far one of the most important objects of worship in the Buddhist traditions, the bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara is regarded as the embodiment of compassion. He has been widely revered throughout the
Buddhist countries of Asia since the early centuries of the Common Era. While he was closely identified
with the royalty in South and Southeast Asia, and the Tibetans continue to this day to view the Dalai Lamas
as his incarnations, in China he became a she?Kuan-yin, the "Goddess of Mercy"?and has a very different
history. The causes and processes of this metamorphosis have perplexed Buddhist scholars for centuries.

In this groundbreaking, comprehensive study, Chün-fang Yü discusses this dramatic transformation of the
(male) Indian bodhisattva Avalokitesvara into the (female) Chinese Kuan-yin?from a relatively minor figure
in the Buddha's retinue to a universal savior and one of the most popular deities in Chinese religion.

Focusing on the various media through which the feminine Kuan-yin became constructed and domesticated
in China, Yü thoroughly examines Buddhist scriptures, miracle stories, pilgrimages, popular literature, and
monastic and local gazetteers?as well as the changing iconography reflected in Kuan-yin's images and
artistic representations?to determine the role this material played in this amazing transformation. The book
eloquently depicts the domestication of Kuan-yin as a case study of the indigenization of Buddhism in China
and illuminates the ways this beloved deity has affected the lives of all Chinese people down the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Kuan-yin : the Chinese
transformation of Avalokitesìvara. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Julia Hale:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of
Avalokitesìvara is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Amy Nichols:

Beside this particular Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from
currently!

Tammy Campbell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the Kuan-yin : the Chinese transformation of Avalokitesìvara when you
necessary it?
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