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From the ancient Appalachians to the high Sierra, mountains have always symbolized wilderness for
Americans. Susan Schrepfer unfolds the history of our fascination with high peaks and rugged terrain to tell
how mountains have played a dramatic role in shaping American ideas about wilderness and its regulation.

Delving into memoirs and histories, letters and diaries, early photos and old maps, Schrepfer especially
compares male and female mountaineering narratives to show the ways in which gender affected what men
and women found to value in rocky heights, and how their different perceptions together defined the
wilderness preservation movement for the nation. The Sierra Club in particular popularized the mystique of
America's mountains, and Schrepfer uses its history to develop a sweeping interpretation of twentieth-
century wilderness perceptions and national conservation politics.

Schrepfer follows men like John Muir, Wilderness Society cofounder Robert Marshall, and the Sierra Club's
own David Brower into the mountains—and finds them frequently in the company of women. She tells how
mountaineering women shaped their lives through high adventure well before the twentieth century,
participating in Appalachian mountain clubs and joining men as "Mazamas"—mountain goats—scaling
Oregon's Mount Hood.

From these expeditions, Schrepfer examines how women's ideas, language, and activism helped shape
American environmentalism just as much as men's, parsing the "Romantic sublime" into its respective
masculine and feminine components. Tracing this history to the 1964 Wilderness Act, she also shows how
the feminine sublimes continue to flourish in the form of ecofeminism and in exploits like the all-woman
climb of Annapurna in 1978.

By explaining why both women and men risked their lives in these landscapes, how they perceived them,
and why they wanted to save them, Schrepfer also reveals the ways in which religion, social class, ethnicity,
and nationality shaped the experience of the natural world. Full of engaging stories that shed new light on a
history many believe they already know, her book adds subtlety and nuance to the oft-told annals of the wild
and gives readers a new perspective on the wilderness movement and mountaineering.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American
Environmentalism had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American
Environmentalism is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
with the book Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American Environmentalism. You never sense lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Candy Yazzie:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Nature's Altars: Mountains,
Gender, and American Environmentalism is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Peter Holmes:

Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American Environmentalism can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American Environmentalism nevertheless doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Hackett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Nature's Altars: Mountains, Gender, and American
Environmentalism why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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