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Before modern binoculars and cameras made it possible to observe birds closely in the wild, many people
collected eggs as a way of learning about birds. Serious collectors called their avocation "oology" and kept
meticulous records for each set of eggs: the bird's name, the species reference number, the quantity of eggs in
the clutch, the date and location where the eggs were collected, and the collector's name. These documented
egg collections, which typically date from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, now provide an
important baseline from which to measure changes in the numbers, distribution, and nesting patterns of many
species of birds.In Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs, Carrol L. Henderson uses the vast egg collection of
Ralph Handsaker, an Iowa farmer, as the starting point for a fascinating account of oology and its role in the
origins of modern birdwatching, scientific ornithology, and bird conservation in North America. Henderson
describes Handsaker's and other oologists' collecting activities, which included not only gathering bird eggs
in the wild but also trading and purchasing eggs from collectors around the world. Henderson then spotlights
sixty of the nearly five hundred bird species represented in the Handsaker collection, using them to tell the
story of how birds such as the Snowy Egret, Greater Prairie Chicken, Atlantic Puffin, and Wood Duck have
fared over the past hundred years or so since their eggs were gathered. Photos of the eggs and historical
drawings and photos of the birds illustrate each species account. Henderson also links these bird histories to
major milestones in bird conservation and bird protection laws in North America from 1875 to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Within other case, little people like to read book Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation
Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology). You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Oology and Ralph's Talking
Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Clara Demoss:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Oology and Ralph's Talking
Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology). All type of
book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Christopher Hartwick:

This Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold
Series in Ornithology) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell
(Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird
Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Tim Vazquez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell



(Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those
short extra time problems.
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