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"Whom do I tell when I tell a blank page?" Virginia Woolf's question is one that generations of readers and
writers searching to map a creative life have asked of their own diaries. No other document quite compares
with the intimacies and yearnings, the confessions and desires, revealed in the pages of a diary. Presenting
seven portraits of literary and creative lives, Alexandra Johnson illuminates the secret world of writers and
their diaries, and shows how over generations these writers have used the diary to solve a common set of
creative and life questions.

In Sonya Tolstoy's diary, we witness the conflict between love and vocation; in Katherine Mansfield and
Virginia Woolf's friendship, the nettle of rivalry among writing equals is revealed; and in
Alice James's diary, begun at age forty, the feelings of competition within a creative family are explored.

The Hidden Writer shows how the diaries of Marjory Fleming, Sonya Tolstoy, Alice James, Katherine
Mansfield, Virginia Woolf, Anaïs Nin, and May Sarton negotiated the obstacle course of silence, ambition,
envy, and fame. Destined to become a classic on writing and the diary as literary form, this is an essential
book for anyone interested in the evolution of creative life.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

Often the book The Hidden Writer has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research
previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Sun Byrd:

This The Hidden Writer is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The Hidden Writer can be the light food for you because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Steven Thomas:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Hidden Writer can give you a lot of pals
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Hidden Writer.

Eva Sexton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Hidden Writer.
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