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Argues for the necessity of a new ethos for middle-class white anti-racism.

Building on her book Revealing Whiteness, Shannon Sullivan identifies a constellation of attitudes common
among well-meaning white liberals that she sums up as “white middle-class goodness,” an orientation she
critiques for being more concerned with establishing anti-racist bona fides than with confronting systematic
racism and privilege. Sullivan untangles the complex relationships between class and race in contemporary
white identity and outlines four ways this orientation is expressed, each serving to establish one’s lack of
racism: the denigration of lower-class white people as responsible for ongoing white racism, the
demonization of antebellum slaveholders, an emphasis on colorblindness—especially in the context of white
childrearing—and the cultivation of attitudes of white guilt, shame, and betrayal. To move beyond these
distancing strategies, Sullivan argues, white people need a new ethos that acknowledges and transforms their
whiteness in the pursuit of racial justice rather than seeking a self-righteous distance from it.

“Good White People is undoubtedly a major contribution to critical race and feminist theory … Sullivan
directly challenges the feelings of paralysis that many white people feel when we think about our complicity
in racism, showing us ways forward that call for our agency. It is well worth reading.” — Hypatia

“With its highly sophisticated method and edgy straight talk, this provocative little book is required reading
for anyone who aspires to destabilize racist systems of undeserved power and privilege … Essential.” —
CHOICE

“…[Sullivan’s] work is so far-reaching and thought-provoking that it is hard to imagine any reader finishing
Good White People without having reexamined stale emotions and come to new realizations.” — Bookslut

“…Sullivan posits that it is white liberals’ own ‘anti-racism’ that actually perpetuates racism by shutting
down frank or nuanced discussions not only of race, but of white privilege, which created racial problems
and still sustains them … In advising white liberals how to honestly live their whiteness, rather than disown
it or pretend it doesn’t exist, Sullivan expertly deconstructs the familiar defenses … Like W.E.B. DuBois and
James Baldwin before her, Sullivan sees white domination as a spiritual problem that afflicts one group in
particular but that touches us all.” — Ms. Magazine

Shannon Sullivan is Head of the Philosophy Department and Professor of Philosophy, Women’s Studies, and
African American Studies at Penn State University. She is the author and editor of many books, including
Race and Epistemologies of Ignorance (coedited with Nancy Tuana), also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Cody:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism
(SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) as your daily resource information.

Stephen Mosley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism
(SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.

Adam Mathews:

This Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy
and Race) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger
of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism
(SUNY series, Philosophy and Race) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book style for your better life and knowledge.

Jeffrey Chambers:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism (SUNY series, Philosophy and
Race). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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