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`This is a highly original and in many ways brilliant text. It is a model of how historical/process sociological
research ought to be conducted and written-up. The author's subtle blending of theory and data is
outstanding' - Eric Dunning, Professor of Sociology, University of Leicester

`Wouters has written a book both broad in scope and deep in analytic reach. Exploring changes in courtship
norms over the last century in English, Dutch , German and American books of manners, he discovers
changes which confirm the theory of informalization. Relations between the sexes are, he shows us, less
regulated from outside and more from inside. This change calls – paradoxically – for both an emancipation
of emotion and an ever sharper cultural eye on ways of managing emotion. The book carries Elias's classic,
The Civilizing Process one giant step further. An important contribution and a fascinating read' - Arlie
Russell Hochschild, University of California

This dazzling book examines changes in American, Dutch, English and German manners, regarding the
changing relationships between men and women. From the disappearance of rules for chaperonage and the
rise of new codes for courting, dates, public dances and the work place, it shows how women have become
their own chaperone by gaining the rights to pay for themselves, to have a job and be a sexual subject.

This original and thought-provoking book:

· provides empirical evidence showing how younger generations removed their courting from under parental
wings and how the balance of power between the sexes shifted in women's favour;



· monitors changes in codes regarding sexuality by focusing on the balance between the desire for sexual
gratification and the longing for enduring intimacy;

· documents the balance of controls over sexual impulses and emotions shifting from external social controls
to internal ones;

· compares nationally different trends, particularly between the USA and Europe, focusing on the American
dating system and its resulting double standards;

· argues that the initial greater freedom of American women has turned into a deficit.

Cas Wouters teaches Sociology at Utrecht University
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West
1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) as the daily resource information.

Thomas Abrams:

The reserve untitled Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Sex and
Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory, Culture &
Society) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ruth Lynch:

This Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000 (Published in association with Theory,
Culture & Society) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

John Bonilla:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Sex and Manners: Female Emancipation in the West 1890 - 2000
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading



a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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