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What is sex exactly? Does everyone agree on a definition? And does that definition hold when considering
literary production in other times and places? Sex before Sex makes clear that we cannot simply transfer our
contemporary notions of what constitutes a sex act into the past and expect them to be true for the people
who were then reading literature and watching plays. The contributors confront how our current critical
assumptions about definitions of sex restrict our understanding of representations of sexuality in early
modern England.

Drawing attention to overlooked forms of sexual activity in early modern culture, from anilingus and
interspecies sex to “chin-chucking” and convivial drinking, Sex before Sex offers a multifaceted view of
what sex looked like before the term entered history. Through incisive interpretations of a wide range of
literary texts, including Romeo and Juliet, The Comedy of Errors, Paradise Lost, the figure of Lucretia, and
pornographic poetry, this collection queries what might constitute sex in the absence of a widely accepted
definition and how a historicized concept of sex affects the kinds of arguments that can be made about early
modern sexualities.

Contributors: Holly Dugan, George Washington U; Will Fisher, CUNY–Lehman College; Stephen Guy-
Bray, U of British Columbia; Melissa J. Jones, Eastern Michigan U; Thomas H. Luxon, Dartmouth College;
Nicholas F. Radel, Furman U; Kathryn Schwarz, Vanderbilt U; Christine Varnado, U of Buffalo–SUNY.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Sex before
Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dominick Carter:

The book Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Francine Nott:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Sex before Sex: Figuring
the Act in Early Modern England to read.

Megan Urick:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in
Early Modern England that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England
become your own starter.
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