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Debates over the legacy of Pope Pius XII and his canonization are so heated they are known as the “Pius
wars.” Soldier of Christ moves beyond competing caricatures and considers Pius XII as Eugenio Pacelli, a
flawed and gifted man. While offering insight into the pope’s response to Nazism, Robert A. Ventresca
argues that it was the Cold War and Pius XII’s manner of engaging with the modern world that defined his
pontificate.

Laying the groundwork for the pope’s controversial, contradictory actions from 1939 to 1958, Ventresca
begins with the story of Pacelli’s Roman upbringing, his intellectual formation in Rome’s seminaries, and his
interwar experience as papal diplomat and Vatican secretary of state. Accused of moral equivocation during
the Holocaust, Pius XII later fought the spread of Communism in Western Europe, spoke against the
persecution of Catholics in Eastern Europe and Asia, and tackled a range of social and political issues. By
appointing the first indigenous cardinals from China and India and expanding missions in Africa while
expressing solidarity with independence movements, he internationalized the church’s membership and
moved Catholicism beyond the colonial mentality of previous eras.

Drawing from a diversity of international sources, including unexplored documentation from the Vatican,
Ventresca reveals a paradoxical figure: a prophetic reformer of limited vision whose leadership both
stimulated the emergence of a global Catholicism and sowed doubt and dissension among some of the
church’s most faithful servants.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII as the daily
resource information.

Curtis Tyson:

Beside this particular Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
currently!

Kathleen Knight:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII
can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius
XII.

George Williams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII when you necessary it?
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