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"The essential reference work for Soviet/Russian space history . . . for anyone hoping to make sense of the
too many 'truths' of Soviet Space history."--Journal of Military History

"We finally have a definitive English-language history covering the first three decades of the Soviet Union's
space program. Sixteen years in the making, Asif Siddiqi's amazingly detailed book provides a kaleidoscopic
view of the technical and political evolution of Soviet missile and space projects. . . . a veritable gold-mind
of factual information."--Air Power History

"An extraordinary volume. . . . This is not simply an account of one side of the space race. It is nothing less
than the first full-scale, detailed explanation of how and why the Soviet Union led the world into space. It
belongs on the shelf of every historian with an interest in flight, technology and politics, the Cold War, or
any one of a score of related topics."--The Public Historian

"No space buff's library will be complete without this book. Readers will marvel at the complex interactions
between design bureaus, and will enjoy getting to know the people behind the failed Soviet effort--a vital
step toward putting Apollo's victory in context."--Smithsonian Air and Space

"Absolutely mandatory on the bookshelf of anyone interested in space."--Encyclopedia Astronautica

First published by NASA in 2000 as Challenge to Apollo, these two volumes are the first comprehensive
history of the Soviet-manned space programs covering a period of thirty years, from the end of World War
II, when the Soviets captured German rocket technology, to the collapse of their moon program in the mid-
1970s.

The spectacular Soviet successes of Sputnik--the first Earth satellite (1957) and Yuri Gagarin--the first man
in space (1961) shocked U.S. leaders and prompted President John F. Kennedy to set the goal of landing a
man on the moon before the end of the 1960s. The moon race culminated with the historic landing of Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the moon in 1969 (coincidentally the first Soviet unmanned moon probe
crashed on its surface while the American astronauts were at Tranquility Base).

The epic story of the Soviet space program remained shrouded in secrecy until the unprecedented opening of
top secret documents. Based almost entirely on these Russian-language sources and numerous interviews
with veterans, Siddiqi's book breaks through the rumors, hearsay, and speculation that characterized books
on the Soviet space program published during the Cold War years. Supplementing the text with dozens of
previously classified photographs, he weaves together the technical, political, and personal history of the
major Soviet space programs, providing the other side of the history of human space flight.

Asif A. Siddiqi is a Ph.D. candidate in history at Carnegie Mellon University.
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From reader reviews:

Marvis Byrnes:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this The Soviet Space Race with Apollo, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Francisco London:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. The Soviet Space Race with Apollo can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Jeanne Newman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that now,
a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your account is
The Soviet Space Race with Apollo this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Philip Brown:

You can obtain this The Soviet Space Race with Apollo by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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