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A provocative history of the environmental movement in America, showing how thisriseto palitical
and social prominence produced a culture of alarmism that has often distorted the facts

Few issues today excite more passion or alarm than the specter of climate change. In A Climate of Crisis,
historian Patrick Allitt shows that our present climate of crisisis far from exceptional. Indeed, the
environmental debates of the last half century are defined by exaggeration and fearmongering from all sides,
often at the expense of the facts.

In areal sense, Allitt shows us, collective anxiety about widespread environmental danger began with the
atomic bomb. As postwar suburbanization transformed the American landscape, more research and better
tools for measurement began to reveal the consequences of economic success. A climate of anxiety became a
climate of alarm, often at odds with reality. The sixties generation transformed environmentalism from a set
of special interests into a mass movement. By the first Earth Day in 1970, journalists and politicians alike
were urging major initiatives to remedy environmental harm. In fact, the work of the new Environmental
Protection Agency and a series of clean air and water acts from aresponsive Congress inaugurated alargely
successful cleanup.

Political polarization around environmental questions after 1980 had consequences that we still feel today.
Since then, the general polarization of American politics has mirrored that of environmental politics, as pro-
environmentalists and their critics attribute to one another the worst possible motives. Environmentalists see
their critics as greedy special interest groups that show no conscience as they plunder the earth while skeptics
see their adversaries as enemies of economic growth whose plans stifle initiative under an avalanche of
bureaucratic regulation.

There may be agerm of truth in both views, but more than a germ of falsehood too. America s worst
environmental problems have proven to be manageabl e; the regulations and cleanups of the last sixty years
have often worked, and science and technology have continued to improve industrial efficiency. Our present
situation is serious, argues Allitt, but it is far from hopeless. Sweeping and provocative, A Climate of Crisis
challenges our basic assumptions about the environment, no matter where we fall along the
spectrum—reminding us that the answers to our most pressing questions are sometimes found in
understanding the past.
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From reader reviews:
Meéelanie Tuck:

This A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life)
book isnot really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This A Climate of Crisis: Americain the
Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life) without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A Climate of Crisis:
Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life) can bring whenever you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin
History of American Life) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Cynthia Hughes:

Here thing why this A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of
American Life) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good however it
depends in the content of it which isthe content is astasty asfood or not. A Climate of Crisis: Americain
the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with A Climate of
Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life)
in e-book can be your substitute.

Michael Jodlyn:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this A
Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of American Life).



Willie Grajeda:

The actual book A Climate of Crisis: Americain the Age of Environmentalism (Penguin History of
American Life) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book.
Thiskind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.
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