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A fascinating exploration of the connection between profit making and morality, this book illustrates how
modern accounting had its roots in the sacrament of confession.

Double-entry bookkeeping (DEB), modern capitalism’s first and foremost calculative technology, was
“invented” during the Middle Ages when profit making was morally stigmatized. James Aho examines the
problematic of moneymaking and offers an explanatory understanding of the paradoxical coupling of profit
seeking and morality by situating DEB in the religious circumstances from which it emerged, specifically the
newly instituted sacrament of penance, that is, confession.

Confession impacted the consciences of medieval businessmen both through its sacramental form and
through its moral teachings. The form of confession produced widespread habits of moral scrupulosity
(leading to compulsive record keeping); the content of confession taught that commerce itself was morally
suspect. Scrupulous businessmen were thus driven to justify their affairs to church, commune, and
themselves. With the aid of DEB, moneymaking was “Christianized” and Christianity was made more
amenable to the pursuit of wealth. Although DEB is typically viewed exclusively as a scientifically neutral
account of the flow of money through a firm, it remains as it was originally devised, a rhetorical argument.

James Aho is Professor of Sociology at Idaho State University and is the author of many books, including
The Things of the World: A Social Phenomenology and The Orifice as Sacrificial Site: Culture,
Organization, and the Body.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Confession and Bookkeeping:
The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or
reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Shirley Demers:

The actual book Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern
Accounting will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book
Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Susan Granger:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious,
Moral, and Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Betty McClanahan:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Confession and Bookkeeping: The Religious, Moral, and
Rhetorical Roots of Modern Accounting can make you feel more interested to read.
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