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History on a grand scale--an enchanting master piece that explor esthe making of one of theworld's
most vibrant civilizations

A Peopl€e's Tragedy, wrote Eric Hobsbhawm, did "more to help us understand the Russian Revolution than
any other book | know." Now, in Natasha's Dance, internationally renowned historian Orlando Figes does
the same for Russian culture, summoning the myriad elements that formed a nation and held it together.

Beginning in the eighteenth century with the building of St. Petersburg--a "window on the West"--and
culminating with the challenges posed to Russian identity by the Soviet regime, Figes examines how writers,
artists, and musicians grappled with the idea of Russiaitself--its character, spiritual essence, and destiny. He
skillfully interweaves the great works--by Dostoevsky, Stravinsky, and Chagall--with folk embroidery,
peasant songs, religiousicons, and all the customs of daily life, from food and drink to bathing habits to
beliefs about the spirit world. Figes's characters range high and low: the revered Tolstoy, who l€ft his
deathbed to search for the Kingdom of God, as well as the serf girl Praskovya, who became Russian opera's
first superstar and shocked society by becoming her owner's wife.

Like the European-schooled countess Natasha performing an impromptu folk dance in Tolstoy's War and
Peace, the spirit of "Russianness" is revealed by Figes as rich and uplifting, complex and contradictory--a
powerful force that unified a vast country and proved more lasting than any Russian ruler or state.
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From reader reviews:
Theresa Adams:

People livein this new day of lifestyle awaystry to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is Natasha's Dance: A Cultura History of Russia.

Tammy Medina:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russiayour thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get prior to. The Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia giving you another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain
to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kathryn Cortez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be study. Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Chuck Bryson:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will seethat now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russiathis publication consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable al of you.
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