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Widely publicized in mass media worldwide, high-profile tragedies and celebrity scandals—the untimely
deaths of Michael Jackson and Princess Diana, the embarrassing affairs of Tiger Woods and President
Clinton, the 9/11 attacks or the Challenger space shuttle explosion—often provoke nervous laughter and
black humor. If in the past this snarky folklore may have been shared among friends and uttered behind
closed doors, today the Internet's ubiquity and instant interactivity propels such humor across a much more
extensive and digitally mediated discursive space. New media not only let more people "in on the joke," but
they have also become the "go-to" formats for engaging in symbolic interaction, especially in times of
anxiety or emotional suppression, by providing users an expansive forum for humorous, combative, or
intellectual communication, including jokes that cross the line of propriety and good taste.
            Moving through engaging case studies of Internet-derived humor about momentous disasters in
recent American popular culture and history, The Last Laugh chronicles how and why new media have
become a predominant means of vernacular expression. Trevor J. Blank argues that computer-mediated
communication has helped to compensate for users' sense of physical detachment in the "real" world, while
generating newly meaningful and dynamic opportunities for the creation and dissemination of folklore.
Drawing together recent developments in new media studies with the analytical tools of folklore studies, he
makes a strong case for the significance to contemporary folklore of technologically driven trends in folk and
mass culture.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters
in the Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a Multicultural World) book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Last Laugh: Folk
Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a Multicultural
World) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Last
Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a
Multicultural World) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Leonard Dail:

Why? Because this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the
Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a Multicultural World) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Edward Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity
Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a Multicultural World) guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and
Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age (Folklore Stud in a Multicultural World) as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by
its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Casey Russell:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to



as of book The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age
(Folklore Stud in a Multicultural World). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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