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Although humans have long depended on oceans and aquatic ecosystems for sustenance and trade, only
recently has human influence on these resources dramatically increased, transforming and undermining
oceanic environments throughout the world. Marine ecosystems are in a crisis that is global in scope, rapid in
pace, and colossal in scale. In The Tragedy of the Commodity, sociologists Stefano B. Longo, Rebecca
Clausen, and Brett Clark explore the role human influence plays in this crisis, highlighting the social and
economic forces that are at the heart of this looming ecological problem.
 
In a critique of the classic theory “the tragedy of the commons” by ecologist Garrett Hardin, the authors
move beyond simplistic explanations—such as unrestrained self-interest or population growth—to argue that
it is the commodification of aquatic resources that leads to the depletion of fisheries and the development of
environmentally suspect means of aquaculture. To illustrate this argument, the book features two fascinating
case studies—the thousand-year history of the bluefin tuna fishery in the Mediterranean and the massive
Pacific salmon fishery. Longo, Clausen, and Clark describe how new fishing technologies, transformations in
ships and storage capacities, and the expansion of seafood markets combined to alter radically and
permanently these crucial ecosystems. In doing so, the authors underscore how the particular organization of
social production contributes to ecological degradation and an increase in the pressures placed upon the
ocean. The authors highlight the historical, political, economic, and cultural forces that shape how we
interact with the larger biophysical world.
 
A path-breaking analysis of overfishing, The Tragedy of the Commodity yields insight into issues such as
deforestation, biodiversity loss, pollution, and climate change.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Phinney:

The book The Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and
Culture) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Macie Tiffany:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. The
Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and Culture) can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Dennis Winters:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature,
Society, and Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book you wanted.

Debra McGregor:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and
Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book The Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society,
and Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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