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Robert Alter’s award-winning translation of the Hebrew Bible continues with the stirring narrative of Israel’s
ancient history.

To read the books of the Former Prophets in this riveting Robert Alter translation is to discover an
entertaining amalgam of hair-raising action and high literary achievement. Samson, the vigilante superhero
of Judges, slaughters thousands of Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. David, the Machiavellian prince
of Samuel and Kings, is one of the great literary figures of antiquity. A ruthless monarch, David embodies a
life in full dimension as it moves from brilliant youth through vigorous prime to failing old age.

Samson and David play emblematic roles in the rise and fall of ancient Israel, a nation beset by internal
divisions and external threats. A scattering of contentious desert tribes joined by faith in a special covenant
with God, Israel emerges through the bloody massacres of Canaanite populations recounted in Joshua and
the anarchic violence of Judges. The resourceful David consolidates national power, but it is power rooted in
conspiracy, and David dies bitterly isolated in his court, surrounded by enemies. His successor, Solomon,
maintains national unity through his legendary wisdom, wealth, and grand public vision, but after his death
Israel succumbs to internal discord and foreign conquest. Near its end, the saga of ancient Israel returns to
the supernatural. In Elijah’s fiery ascent to heaven many would find the harbinger of a messiah coming to
save his people in their time of need.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and
Kings: A Translation with Commentary. Try to make book Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua,
Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Stephan Partin:

Beside this Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with
Commentary in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets:
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings: A Translation with Commentary because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from currently!

Florence Taylor:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and
Kings: A Translation with Commentary. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Christopher Small:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in



your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and
Kings: A Translation with Commentary can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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