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Diakonia has been a key word for over forty years in talk about church and ministry and about the church in
relation to the world. The word is used today to denote ministry as service to one's fellow beings, and figures
prominently in theological writings and church declarations. It underlies the frequent claims that the ordained
ministry has become elitist and exclusive. In this groundbreaking study, Collins shows that the current uses
of the word arose from erroneous dictionary meanings propagated since the 1930s. He surveys one thousand
years of ancient Greek literature, inscriptions, and papyri to provide new insight into what early Christians
meant when they wrote about diakonia. Collins carefully rewrites the lexicon from ancient sources for the
purpose of reinterpreting the earliest Christian sources on ministry. The results will challenge theologians
and ecumenists to rethink the idea of ministry, to restructure attempts at renewal of the diaconate, and to
redraw the profile of "the servant church."
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

The book Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Diakonia: Re-
interpreting the Ancient Sources being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like available and read a e-book Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Phillip Permenter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient
Sources guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient
Sources as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William McNally:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources can be your answer since it can be read by
an individual who have those short spare time problems.

William Lyons:

The book untitled Diakonia: Re-interpreting the Ancient Sources contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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