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Dispatches from the new front lines of parenthood

When the two-time National Book Award finalist Melissa Fay Greene confided to friends that she and her
husband planned to adopt a four-year-old boy from Bulgaria to add to their four children at home, the news
threatened to place her, she writes, "among the greats: the Kennedys, the McCaughey septuplets, the von
Trapp family singers, and perhaps even Mrs. Feodor Vassilyev, who, according to the Guinness Book of
World Records, gave birth to sixty-nine children in eighteenth-century Russia."

Greene is best known for her books on the civil rights movement and the African HIV/AIDS pandemic. She's
been praised for her "historian's urge for accuracy," her "sociologist's sense of social nuance," and her
"writerly passion for the beauty of language."

But Melissa and her husband have also pursued a more private vocation: parenthood. "We so loved raising
our four children by birth, we didn't want to stop. When the clock started to run down on the home team, we
brought in ringers."

When the number of children hit nine, Greene took a break from reporting. She trained her journalist's eye
upon events at home. Fisseha was riding a bike down the basement stairs; out on the porch, a squirrel was
sitting on Jesse's head; vulgar posters had erupted on bedroom walls; the insult niftam (the Amharic word for
"snot") had led to fistfights; and four non-native-English-speaking teenage boys were researching, on Mom's
computer, the subject of "saxing."

"At first I thought one of our trombone players was considering a change of instrument," writes Greene.
"Then I remembered: they can't spell."

Using the tools of her trade, she uncovered the true subject of the "saxing" investigation, inspiring the
chapter "Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Sex, but Couldn't Spell."

A celebration of parenthood; an ingathering of children, through birth and out of loss and bereavement; a
relishing of moments hilarious and enlightening—No Biking in the House Without a Helmet is a loving
portrait of a unique twenty first-century family as it wobbles between disaster and joy.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible No Biking in the
House Without a Helmet: 9 Kids, 3 Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Rosa Rogers:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like No Biking in the House Without
a Helmet: 9 Kids, 3 Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Jeff Sanchez:

This No Biking in the House Without a Helmet: 9 Kids, 3 Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family is brand new way
for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading
this No Biking in the House Without a Helmet: 9 Kids, 3 Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Lorraine Stark:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and No Biking in the House Without a
Helmet: 9 Kids, 3 Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes No Biking in the House Without a Helmet: 9 Kids, 3
Continents, 2 Parents, 1 Family to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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