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In Bahia, Brazil, the decades following emancipation saw the rise of reformers who sought to reshape the
citizenry by educating Bahian women in methods for raising "better babies." The idealized Brazilian would
be better equipped to contribute to the labor and organizational needs of a modern nation. Backed by many
physicians, politicians, and intellectuals, the resulting welfare programs for mothers and children mirrored
complex debates about Brazilian nationality. Examining the local and national contours of this movement,
Progressive Mothers, Better Babies investigates families, medical institutions, state-building, and social
stratification to trace the resulting policies, which gathered momentum in the aftermath of abolition (1888)
and the declaration of the First Republic (1889), culminating during the administration of President Getúlio
Vargas (1930–1945).

Exploring the cultural discourses on race, gender, and poverty that permeated medical knowledge and the
public health system for almost a century, Okezi T. Otovo draws on extensive archival research to
reconstruct the implications for Bahia, where family patronage politics governed poor women's labor as the
mothers who were the focus of medical interventions were often the nannies and nursemaids of society's
wealthier families. The book reveals key transition points as the state of Bahia transformed from being a
place where poor families could expect few social services to becoming the home of numerous programs
targeting the poorest mothers and their children. Negotiating crucial questions of identity, this history sheds
new light on larger debates about Brazil's past and future.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

The book Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe
R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and
Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open up and read a guide Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public
Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Jesica Demarco:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public
Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L)
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The book Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in
Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) is not only giving you
more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Progressive Mothers,
Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long
Series in Latin American and L). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Patrick Taylor:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in
Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jean Gaitan:

This Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and



Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Progressive
Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano
Long Series in Latin American and L) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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