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Focusing on the representation of same-sex desire in Victorian autobiographical writing, Oliver Buckton
offers significant new readings of works by some of the most influential figuresin late-nineteenth-century
literature and culture. Combining original research, careful historical analysis, and contemporary theories of
autobiography, gender, and sexual identity, he provides nuanced studies of confessional narratives by
Edward Carpenter, John Henry Newman, John Addington Symonds, Oscar Wilde, and, in an epilogue, E. M.
Forster.

By examining the "confessional" elements of these writings, Buckton brings "secrecy” into focus as a central
and productive component of autobiographical discourse. He challenges the conventional view of secrecy as
the suppression of information, instead using the term to suggest an oscillation between authorial self-
disclosure and silence or reserve--a strategy for arousing the reader's interest and establishing arelation
based on shared knowledge while deferring or displacing the revelation of potentially incriminating and
scandal ous desires. Though their

disclosures of same-sex desire jeopardized the cultural privilege granted these writers by Victorian codes of
authorship and masculinity, their use of secrecy, Buckton shows, allowed them to protect themselves from
Victorian stigma and to challenge prevailing constructions of sexual identity.

Originally published in 1998.
A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are

published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:
James Collis

The ability that you get from Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography
will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex
Desirein Victorian Autobiography giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography instantly.

Howar d Depriest:

The actual book Secret Selves. Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique.
In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Secret Selves. Confession
and Same-Sex Desirein Victorian Autobiography is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jill Barks:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography.

Donald Lee

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography. Y ou can more attractive
than now.
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