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In The Search for the Codex Cardona, Arnold J. Bauer tells the story of his experiences on the trail of a
cultural treasure, a Mexican “painted book” that first came into public view at Sotheby’s auction housein
London in 1982, nearly four hundred years after it was presumably made by Mexican artists and scribes. On
folios of amate paper, the Codex includes two oversized maps and 300 painted illustrations accompanied by
text in sixteenth-century paleography. The Codex relates the trgjectory of the Nahua people to the founding
of the capital of Tenochtitlan and then focuses on the consequences of the Spanish conquest up to the 1550s.
If authentic, the Codex Cardonais an invaluable record of early Mexico. Y et there is no clear evidence of its
origin, what happened to it after 1560, or even where it istoday, after its last known appearance at Christie's
auction house in New Y ork in 1998.

Bauer first saw the Codex Cardonain 1985 in the Crocker Nuclear Laboratory at the University of
Cdlifornia, Davis, where scholars from Stanford and the University of California were attempting to establish
its authenticity. Allowed to gently lift afew pages of this ancient treasure, Bauer was hooked. By 1986, the
Codex had again disappeared from public view. Bauer’s curiosity about the Codex and its whereabouts led
him down many forking paths—from Californiato Seville and Mexico City, to the Firestone Library in
Princeton, to the Getty Museum in Los Angeles and Christie’'sin New Y ork—and it brought him in contact
with an international cast of curators, agents, charlatans, and erudite book dealers. The Search for the Codex
Cardona is amystery that touches on issues of cultural patrimony, the workings of the rare books and
manuscripts trade, the uncertainty of archives and evidence, and the ephemerality of the past and its remains.
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From reader reviews:
Hazel Polk:

This The Search for the Codex Cardona are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Search for the Codex Cardona can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Search for the Codex
Cardona giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

CharlesWright:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many waysto share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especiadly fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Search for the Codex Cardona, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

John Bullard:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Search for the Codex
Cardonathat give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for al you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Search for the Codex Cardona become your own starter.

Jerry Smith:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Search for the Codex
Cardonato make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book
and studying especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the book The Search for the Codex Cardona can to be your friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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