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In his Berlin lectures on fine art, Hegel argued that art involves a unique form of aesthetic intelligibility—the
expression of a distinct collective self-understanding that develops through historical time. Hegel’s approach
to art has been influential in a number of different contexts, but in a twist of historical irony Hegel would die
just before the most radical artistic revolution in history: modernism. In After the Beautiful, Robert B. Pippin,
looking at modernist paintings by artists such as Édouard Manet and Paul Cézanne through Hegel’s lens,
does what Hegel never had the chance to do.

While Hegel could never engage modernist painting, he did have an understanding of modernity, and in it,
art—he famously asserted—was “a thing of the past,” no longer an important vehicle of self-understanding
and no longer an indispensable expression of human meaning. Pippin offers a sophisticated exploration of
Hegel’s position and its implications. He also shows that had Hegel known how the social institutions of his
day would ultimately fail to achieve his own version of genuine equality, a mutuality of recognition, he
would have had to explore a different, new role for art in modernity. After laying this groundwork, Pippin
goes on to illuminate the dimensions of Hegel’s aesthetic approach in the path-breaking works of Manet, the
“grandfather of modernism,” drawing on art historians T. J. Clark and Michael Fried to do so. He concludes
with a look at Cézanne, the “father of modernism,” this time as his works illuminate the relationship between
Hegel and the philosopher who would challenge Hegel’s account of both modernity and art—Martin
Heidegger.

Elegantly inter-weaving philosophy and art history, After the Beautiful is a stunning reassessment of the
modernist project. It gets at the core of the significance of modernism itself and what it means in general for
art to have a history. Ultimately, it is a testament, via Hegel, to the distinctive philosophical achievements of
modernist art in the unsettled, tumultuous era we have inherited. 
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From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

The book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open and read a e-book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of
Pictorial Modernism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Teresa Brown:

The book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book After the
Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Castillo:

The actual book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Angeline Allison:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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