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February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives, Washington D.C.: Congressman John Quincy Adams,
rising to speak, suddenly collapses at his desk; two days later, he dies in the Speaker’s chamber. The public
mourning that followed, writes Paul C. Nagel, “exceeded anything previously seen in America. Forgotten
was his failed presidency and his often cold demeanor. It was the memory of an extraordinary human
being—one who in his last years had fought heroically for the right of petition and against a war to expand
slavery—that drew a grateful people to salute his coffin in the Capitol and to stand by the railroad tracks as
his bier was transported from Washington to Boston.”

Nagel probes deeply into the psyche of this cantankerous, misanthropic, erudite, hardworking son of a
former president whose remarkable career spanned many offices: minister to Holland, Russia, and England,
U.S. senator, secretary of state, president of the United States (1825-1829), and, finally, U.S. representative
(the only ex-president to serve in the House). On the basis of a thorough study of Adams’ seventy-year diary,
among a host of other documents, the author gives us a richer account than we have yet had of JQA’s
life—his passionate marriage to Louisa Johnson, his personal tragedies (two sons lost to alcoholism), his
brilliant diplomacy, his recurring depression, his exasperating behavior—and shows us why, in the end, only
Abraham Lincoln’s death evoked a great out-pouring of national sorrow in nineteenth-century America.

We come to see how much Adams disliked politics and hoped for more from life than high office; how he
sought distinction in literacy and scientific endeavors, and drew his greatest pleasure from being a poet,
critic, translator, essayist, botanist, and professor of oratory at Harvard; how tension between the public and
private Adams vexed his life; and how his frustration kept his masked and aloof (and unpopular). Nagel’s
great achievement, in this first biography of America’s sixth president in a quarter century, is finally to
portray Adams in all his talent and complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Adams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life.

Lisa Martin:

The book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book John Quincy Adams: A
Public Life, A Private Life to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start
and read a publication John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Burmeister:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A
Private Life book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Floyd:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the guide untitled John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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