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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English - Pedagogy, Didactics, Literature Studies, grade:
1,3, University of Cologne (Englisches Seminar), course: Proseminar Sprachwissenschaft: Western
Linguistics in the 20th century, language: English, abstract: The relationship between language, thought and
reality has always been a fascinating subject for linguists and philosophers. Special attention was paid to it in
the 20th century when Edward Sapir and Benjamin Lee Whorf published their opinions to this subject.
Whorf forms the main part of the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, because he was introduced by Sapir to his general
approach to linguistics and then extended it in his beliefs. The term “Sapir-Whorf hypothesis” was first
introduced by J.B. Carroll and states in general that a human’s language shapes his perception of reality or in
other words, that the world as we know it is largely predetermined by the language of our culture (Jandt,
1995: 93). Occurring differences between languages do also represent the basic differences in the worldview
of different cultures (Jandt, 1995: 101).

In this survey a general introduction to the hypothesis will be given by Sapir’s and Whorf’s definition of
language. Furthermore the basic assumptions of the hypothesis will be conveyed. With the help of data taken
from different languages these assumptions will be illustrated in detail. Finally also attention will be paid to
criticism on the hypothesis.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Precisely why? Because this The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

David Marx:

Beside that The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Hattie Adkins:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Clayton Johnson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis can make you feel more
interested to read.
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