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In this virtuoso piece of cultural history, the great-granddaughter of Richard Wagner narrates the Wagner
family's turbulent history. In the process, she shares her considerable insights into the operas and gives an
inside account of the internecine struggles that have surrounded the Wagner family jewel: the Bayreuth
Festival.

Nike Wagner draws on history, biography, and psychoanalysis to interpret both her family's history and her
great-grandfather's operas. She focuses on Bayreuth, revealing how this showcase for Wagner's sublime art
so readily served the Third Reich. With clear, often ironic eyes, she examines her family's extraordinary role
in German culture--and its connections to right-wing ideology.

Particularly fascinating is the tug-of-war between Nike's visionary but enigmatic father, Wieland, and her
astute but aesthetically stodgy uncle, Wolfgang. It was Wieland Wagner who inaugurated a daring new style
of Wagner production--characterized by absence of scenery, spare acting, and dramatic lighting--that led to a
wider revolution in how operas are produced. But Wolfgang Wagner, now entering his eighties, has
controlled the Festival and quarreled with family members since Wieland's premature death in 1966. The
author concludes with a look at the current contenders for this family throne, herself among them, and
presents her vision for the Festival's future.

Wagnerites will need this book on their shelves. As an example of cultural journalism at its finest, it will also
appeal to readers interested in German cultural history or those simply drawn to the melodrama that is the
Wagner family story.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Wagners: The Dramas
of a Musical Dynasty. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Theresa Walker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical
Dynasty book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Suk Barry:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra
time, we will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind
of activity do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read will be The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty.

Steven Craig:

This The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Wagners: The Dramas of a Musical Dynasty in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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