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Exerpt from the Financial Times Comment & Analysis: Europe takes on reform of the welfare state: A
new study indicates that while the UK has transformed its social policies, the rest of Europe has been
far from idle -

`[A] stimulating new book on European welfare states [Welfare States under Pressure] suggests that the view
of Britain as the only great welfare state reformer is overstated. And it adds that the game across Europe is
about to change….

This new study argues that, particularly in the late 1990s, there has been more reform in the rest of Europe
than is appreciated in the UK. And that Europe as a whole is on the cusp of much greater changes….

Certainly in France and possibly in Germany, the study judges, the traditional power balance between
government, employers, unions and welfare providers has shifted such that government may be able to
impose much more drastic measures... In the UK, by contrast, the impact of EU institutions may in some
areas mean a degree of levelling up - as in healthcare.

The most intriguing question is how far reformed welfare states will retain the social cohesion they are
designed to produce. So far, even in the UK, they have proved remarkably resilient - adapting to changing
needs rather than being "rolled back". This study's verdict on the issue is "don't know". But so much change
is on the way, it says, that "the past is unlikely to be a good guide to the future"' - Nicholas Timmins, The
Financial Times

Welfare States under Pressure provides a timely and comprehensive review of welfare policy-making in
Europe. The text compares the different ways in which welfare states have responded to similar pressures
over recent years, and considers how welfare is likely to develop in the future.

This work:

· provides up to date accounts of welfare development in Finland, Sweden, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Spain and the United Kingdom.



· explores how similar pressures can lead to different responses due to different policy-making mechanisms
in each of the seven different countries

· contains chapters written by leading national experts

· written accessibly, and tightly edited, with each chapter following the same conceptual structure.

This volume takes a fresh approach in its analysis of the future of the welfare state in Europe. It suggests that
opportunities for radical change in welfare systems are now opening up, and that there will be little
continuity between the future and the past/present of the welfare system in Europe.

Welfare States under Pressure is invaluable to undergraduate students in social policy, European studies
and politics, and will also be of great use to other social science students interested in Europe and its future
development.
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From reader reviews:

James Boyett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be Welfare States under Pressure.

Justin Campbell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Welfare States under Pressure your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous
to. The Welfare States under Pressure giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Carolyn Rolon:

This Welfare States under Pressure is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Welfare States under
Pressure can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get through
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
also knowledge.

Lillian Thornton:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Welfare States under Pressure. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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