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With unprecedented subtlety, compassion and richness of detail, Susan Porter Benson takes readers into the
budgets and the lives of working-class families in the United States between the two world wars. Focusing
on families from regions across America and of differing races and ethnicities, she argues that working-class
families of the time were not on the verge of entering the middle class and embracing mass culture. Rather,
she contends that during the interwar period such families lived in a context of scarcity and limited
resources, not plenty. Their consumption, Benson argues, revolved around hard choices about basic needs
and provided therapeutic satisfactions only secondarily, if at all.

Household Accounts is rich with details Benson gathered from previously untapped sources, particularly
interviews with women wage earners conducted by field agents of the Women's Bureau of the Department of
Labor. She provides a vivid picture of a working-class culture of family consumption: how working-class
families negotiated funds; how they made qualitative decisions about what they wanted; how they
determined financial strategies and individual goals; and how, in short, families made ends meet during this
period. Topics usually central to the histories of consumption—he development of mass consumer culture,
the hegemony of middle-class versions of consumption, and the expanded offerings of the
marketplace—contributed to but did not control the lives of working-class people. Ultimately, Household
Accounts seriously calls into question the usual narrative of a rising and inclusive tide of twentieth-century
consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Household Accounts: Working-Class
Family Economies in the Interwar United States is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Teresa Cook:

Often the book Household Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United States will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Household Accounts:
Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United States is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kathryn Granger:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Household Accounts: Working-Class Family Economies in the Interwar United
States it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book possesses high quality.

Suk Barry:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Household Accounts: Working-Class
Family Economies in the Interwar United States to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the book Household Accounts: Working-Class Family
Economies in the Interwar United States can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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