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American democracy is informed by the 18th century’s most cutting edge thinking on society, economics,
and government. We’ve learned some things in the intervening 230 years about self interest, social
behaviors, and how the world works. Now, authors Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer argue that some fundamental
assumptions about citizenship, society, economics, and government need updating. For many years the
dominant metaphor for understanding markets and government has been the machine. Liu and Hanauer view
democracy not as a machine, but as a garden. A successful garden functions according to the inexorable
tendencies of nature, but it also requires goals, regular tending, and an understanding of connected
ecosystems. The latest ideas from science, social science, and economics—the cutting-edge ideas of today--
generate these simple but revolutionary ideas:

True self interest is mutual interest. (Society, it turns out, is an ecosystem that is healthiest when we take care
of the whole.)

Society becomes how we behave. (The model of citizenship depends on contagious behavior, hence positive
behavior begets positive behavior.)

We’re all better off when we’re all better off. (The economy is not an efficient machine. It’s an effective
garden that need tending. Adjust the definition of wealth to society creating solutions for all.)

Government should be about the big what and the little how. (Government should establish the ideas and the
goals, and then let the people find the solutions of how to make it happen.)

Freedom is responsibility. (True freedom is not about living some variant of libertarianism but rather an
active cooperation a part of a big whole society; freedom costs a little freedom.)

The Gardens of Democracy is an optimistic, provocative, and timely summons to improve our role as
citizens in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship,
the Economy, and the Role of Government book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Gardens of Democracy: A New American
Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it.
So , do you even now thinking The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the
Economy, and the Role of Government is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tom Copper:

The feeling that you get from The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the
Economy, and the Role of Government will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The
Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The
Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government
instantly.

Eric Langley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Gardens of Democracy: A New
American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still question The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy,
and the Role of Government as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Cheryl Cooley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the
Economy, and the Role of Government when you desired it?
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