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Contentious debates over the benefits—or drawbacks—of a liberal education are as old as America itself.
From Benjamin Franklin to the Internet pundits, critics of higher education have attacked its irrelevance and
elitism—often calling for more vocational instruction. Thomas Jefferson, by contrast, believed that nurturing
a student’s capacity for lifelong learning was useful for science and commerce while also being essential for
democracy. In this provocative contribution to the disputes, university president Michael S. Roth focuses on
important moments and seminal thinkers in America’s long-running argument over vocational vs. liberal
education.
 
Conflicting streams of thought flow through American intellectual history: W. E. B. DuBois’s humanistic
principles of pedagogy for newly emancipated slaves developed in opposition to Booker T. Washington’s
educational utilitarianism, for example. Jane Addams’s emphasis on the cultivation of empathy and John
Dewey’s calls for education as civic engagement were rejected as impractical by those who aimed to train
students for particular economic tasks. Roth explores these arguments (and more), considers the state of
higher education today, and concludes with a stirring plea for the kind of education that has, since the
founding of the nation, cultivated individual freedom, promulgated civic virtue, and instilled hope for the
future.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

The event that you get from Beyond the University will be the more deep you searching the information that
hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Beyond the University giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
specific Beyond the University instantly.

Maxine Elam:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Beyond the University, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Norma Ochoa:

The publication untitled Beyond the University is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Beyond the University from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rita Beatty:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Beyond the University that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Beyond the University become your own starter.
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