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Historically Canadians have considered themselves to be more or less free of racial prejudice. Although this
conception has been challenged in recent years, it has not been completely dispelled. In Colour-Coded,
Constance Backhouse illustrates the tenacious hold that white supremacy had on our legal system in the first
half of this century, and underscores the damaging legacy of inequality that continues today.

Backhouse presents detailed narratives of six court cases, each giving evidence of blatant racism created and
enforced through law. The cases focus on Aboriginal, Inuit, Chinese-Canadian, and African-Canadian
individuals, taking us from the criminal prosecution of traditional Aboriginal dance to the trial of members of
the 'Ku Klux Klan of Kanada.' From thousands of possibilities, Backhouse has selected studies that constitute
central moments in the legal history of race in Canada. Her selection also considers a wide range of legal
forums, including administrative rulings by municipal councils, criminal trials before police magistrates, and
criminal and civil cases heard by the highest courts in the provinces and by the Supreme Court of Canada.

The extensive and detailed documentation presented here leaves no doubt that the Canadian legal system
played a dominant role in creating and preserving racial discrimination. A central message of this book is
that racism is deeply embedded in Canadian history despite Canada's reputation as a raceless society.

Winner of the Joseph Brant Award, presented by the Ontario Historical Society
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Colour-
Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History)
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Tillman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Colour-Coded: A Legal History of
Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Frank Johnson:

The reason why? Because this Colour-Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode
Society for Canadian Legal History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having
that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jaime McKenney:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Colour-
Coded: A Legal History of Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Colour-Coded: A Legal History of
Racism in Canada, 1900-1950 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era.



So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?
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