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The history of western notions about Islam is of obvious scholarly as well as popular interest today. This
book investigates Christian images of the Muslim Middle East, focusing on the period from the Renaissance
to the Enlightenment, when the nature of divine as well as human power was under particularly intense
debate in the West.

Ivan Kalmar explores how the controversial notion of submission to ultimate authority has in the western
world been discussed with reference to Islam’s alleged recommendation to obey, unquestioningly, a
merciless Allah in heaven and a despotic government on earth. He discusses how Abrahamic faiths –
Christianity and Judaism as much as Islam – demand devotion to a sublime power, with the faith that this
power loves and cares for us, a concept that brings with it the fear that, on the contrary, this power only toys
with us for its own enjoyment. For such a power, Kalmar borrows Slavoj Zizek’s term "obscene father". He
discusses how this describes exactly the western image of the Oriental despot - Allah in heaven, and the
various sultans, emirs and ayatollahs on earth – and how these despotic personalities of imagined Muslim
society function as a projection, from the West on to the Muslim Orient, of an existential anxiety about
sublime power.

Making accessible academic debates on the history of Christian perceptions of Islam and on Islam and the
West, this book is an important addition to the existing literature in the areas of Islamic studies, religious
history and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime
Power (Islamic Studies Series). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power
(Islamic Studies Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Glen Hoffman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the
Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series). All type of book are you able to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Joseph Gee:

The knowledge that you get from Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power
(Islamic Studies Series) is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Early Orientalism:
Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having that Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of
Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series) instantly.

Gwendolyn Smith:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is actually Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power
(Islamic Studies Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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