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The book offers a comprehensive account of how the world evolved to its present state in which humans now
exercise a powerful, in many cases dominant, influence for global environmental change. It outlines the
history that led to this position of dominance, in particular the role played by our increasing reliance on fossil
sources of energy, on coal, oil and natural gas, and the problems that we are now forced to confront as a
result of this history. The concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is greater now than at any time
over at least the past 650,000 years with prospects to increase over the next few decades to levels not seen
since dinosaurs roamed the Earth 65 million years ago. Comparable changes are evident also for methane
and nitrous oxide and for a variety of other constituents of the atmosphere including species such as the
ozone depleting chlorofluorocarbons for which there are no natural analogues.
Increases in the concentrations of so-called greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are responsible for important
changes in global and regional climate with consequences for the future of global society which, though
difficult to predict in detail, are potentially catastrophic for a world poorly equipped to cope. Changes of
climate in the past were repetitively responsible for the demise of important civilizations. These changes,
however, were generally natural in origin in contrast to the changes now underway for which humans are
directly responsible. The challenge is to transition to a new energy economy in which fossil fuels will play a
much smaller role. We need as a matter of urgency to cut back on emissions of climate altering gases such as
carbon dioxide while at the same time reducing our dependence on unreliable, potentially disruptive, though
currently indispensable, sources of energy such as oil, the lifeblood of the global transportation system. The
book concludes with a discussion of options for a more sustainable energy future, highlighting the potential
for contributions from wind, sun, biomass, geothermal and nuclear, supplanting currently unsustainable
reliance on coal, oil and natural gas.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalie Lloyd:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and
Prospects which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Shawn Young:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects can give you a
lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects.

Dennis Bales:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Energy: Perspectives, Problems,
and Prospects has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading in which.

Jesus Geist:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Energy: Perspectives, Problems, and Prospects when you needed it?
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