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In the nineteenth century, virtually anyone could get into the United States. But by the 1920s, U.S.
immigration policy had become afinely filtered regime of selection. Desmond King looks at this dramatic
shift, and the debates behind it, for what they reveal about the construction of an "American" identity.

Specifically, the debates in the three decades leading up to 1929 were conceived in terms of desirable versus
undesirable immigrants. This not only cemented judgments about specific European groups but reinforced
prevailing biases against groups already present in the United States, particularly African Americans, whose
inferior status and second-class citizenship--enshrined in Jim Crow laws and embedded in pseudo-scientific
arguments about racial classifications--appear to have been consolidated in these decades. Although the
values of different groups have always been recognized in the United States, King gives the most thorough
account yet of how eugenic arguments were used to establish barriers and to favor an Anglo-Saxon
conception of American identity, rejecting claims of other traditions. Thus the immigration controversy
emerges here as a significant precursor to recent multicultural debates.

Making Americans shows how the choices made about immigration policy in the 1920s played a
fundamental role in shaping democracy and ideas about group rightsin America.
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From reader reviews:
Walter Godinez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. Y ep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Making Americans: Immigration,
Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Bill Boyd:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Making Americans. Immigration, Race, and the
Origins of the Diverse Democracy is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ward Beaver:

The reserve with title Making Americans. Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy has
lot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Helen Price:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top listing in your reading list is Making Americans. Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse
Democracy. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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