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The staggering string of victories by the gay rights movement’s campaign for marriage equality raises
questions not only about how gay people have been able to successfully deploy marriage to elevate their
social and legal reputation, but also what kind of freedom and equality the ability to marry can mobilize.
 
Wedlocked turns to history to compare today’s same-sex marriage movement to the experiences of newly
emancipated black people in the mid-nineteenth century, when they were able to legally marry for the first
time.  Maintaining that the transition to greater freedom was both wondrous and perilous for newly
emancipated people, Katherine Franke relates stories of former slaves’ involvements with marriage and
draws lessons that serve as cautionary tales for today’s marriage rights movements.  While “be careful what
you wish for” is a prominent theme, they also teach us how the rights-bearing subject is inevitably shaped by
the very rights they bear, often in ways that reinforce racialized gender norms and stereotypes. Franke further
illuminates how the racialization of same-sex marriage has redounded to the benefit of the gay rights
movement while contributing to the ongoing subordination of people of color and the diminishing
reproductive rights of women.
 
Like same-sex couples today, freed African-American men and women experienced a shift in status from
outlaws to in-laws, from living outside the law to finding their private lives organized by law and state
licensure. Their experiences teach us the potential and the perils of being subject to legal regulation:
rights—and specifically the right to marriage—can both burden and set you free. 
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

This Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) without we
recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lee Flynn:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) provide you with a new experience
in examining a book.

Nannie Hand:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality
(Sexual Cultures) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Wedlocked: The Perils
of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures).

Van Gee:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Wedlocked: The Perils of Marriage Equality (Sexual Cultures) when you necessary it?
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